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“…and the life was the light of all people” John 1:4b

These words from the Gospel of John remind us again of the hope that lies at the centre of the Christmas story.  When we are anxious about the certain, John’s words remind us of God’s deep love for us all.  These words are a gift and a promise that can encourage us in the many challenges we face.  Climate change is one challenge that is looming larger on the horizon.  Already climate change has brought deepening famine in East Africa and massive flooding in Pakistan.  In this Christmas Appeal, we share some stories of hope from our partners already dealing with climate-related disasters.  There are lessons to learn and prayers to be said.
Our main story this year is from Caleb, a young man who lives with his grandmother in Uganda.  We focus on Caleb as a window on our world where 1 in 4 people are in urgent need of safe, reliable water.  A simple rainwater harvesting system could transform a family’s life.  We need to mobilise resources for Caleb and others living on the front line of climate disaster and keep praying that together we may find new ways to live so all people can survive and live with dignity and peace.  
This year’s appeal features the work of the Pacific Conference of Churches which is assisting families facing relocation, helping communities better prepare for disaster and advocating at every level for actions to stop global warming.  In the Middle East, the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees is supporting communities to meet their basic needs as tensions and conflict over limited resources increase with hotter temperatures.  CEPAD is training small farmers in water-efficient agricultural techniques, teaching isolated communities how to prepare for disasters like the frequent hurricanes that hit Nicaragua in Central America and training them to improve livelihoods.  In Pakistan, Community World Service  Asia distributes emergency cash transfers, organises mobile health clinics and trains other agencies how to put the beneficiaries first in any disaster response.  For HIV and AIDS affected families the Centre for Community Solidarity in Uganda is a source of water and hope with your help.  
We invite you to stand alongside the many people who are making hope real in their communities and in ours – .

BACKGROUND
Archbishop West Watson first launched the Christmas Appeal in 1945 on behalf of the then National Council of Churches.  The first appeal was for “the millions in the east and the west, who are hungry, cold, and homeless”.  The money raised in the first appeal was sent to rebuild Greece after the World War II.  For 77 years, churches and New Zealanders have given generously to others.  
CWS works with experienced local partners who achieve real gains in their communities often in very difficult situations.  The loss of livelihoods, the effects of climate change and the spread of Covid-19 add to the many challenges they face.  Protecting the communities they work with from hunger and harm has been a top priority, especially when workers have been denied access to water and land or the training they need to adapt to the effects of climate change in their communities.  Our partners support refugees and displaced people with education, healthcare and food, families struggling to deal with the changing climate and loss of livelihood, and communities trying to overcome violence and discrimination.  By giving to the Christmas Appeal, you support all of our partners tackling the causes and symptoms of poverty and injustice.
We are always happy to answer any questions you might have – and to receive feedback.  If there is any way we can help the Christmas Appeal in your parish, please let us know.

WHERE TO FIND MORE RESOURCES
Christmas is the season for showing our love for each other and the whole of creation.  This year Christian World Service is asking you to support our appeal for water, especially for people who have lost homes and livelihoods or have never had them at all.  
Your church will have its own Christmas traditions so we have prepared worship materials that can be adapted for your place.  We know for many the candle lighting liturgy each Sunday is the most important way of focusing on the Christmas Appeal.  We are grateful to the Rev, Carole Hughes, Rev. Anne Van Gend and Rev. Michael Wallace for preparing the resources for each Sunday and Christmas Day.  These and many other resources including the Appeal video are available on the website. There are videos focusing on the different partners for each Sunday as well.

WHERE THE MONEY GOES
CWS uses your gifts carefully.  We have strong, direct relationships with local partner groups and confidence in their ability to improve the lives of people in their communities. We are proud of how much they have achieved with the gifts you have given so generously.  
The stories featured in this year’s Christmas Appeal explore a small part of the work our local partners do.  You can read more about them on the website and in our seasonal appeals.
In the last financial year, CWS sent funds to 25 development and humanitarian partners in 20 countries.   We are grateful to donors who generously supported 12 humanitarian appeals and the Coronavirus Appeal.
CWS is part of the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together), a coalition of more than 135 churches and faith-based organisations that work in over 120 countries.  We do not have offices or staff overseas.  Our partners are the experts and the activists in their communities.  They are part of strong networks of people that learn from each other and stand up for the whole community.  Help is provided regardless of religion, politics, gender, sexual orientation, race or nationality and to the highest international codes and standards.  

Examples from our partners’ plans for 2022/3:
· In Uganda $571 will pay half the costs of building a rainwater tank including chicken wire, cement, guttering.
· In the Pacific, your donation will contribute to the advocacy work of the Pacific Conference of Churches across Oceania and to the world around climate change.
· In an a region like Pakistan hit by disaster, $153 could pay for emergency cash transfers to assist  a family for three months with what they want and need.
· In Nicaragua, $60 could pay for a woman to attend a one day training event.
· In the Middle East, your gift will support the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees and its work to meet the practical needs of Palestinians for water, food, new income opportunities, education, healthcare and care for their animals.
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GIFTS THAT MAKE DREAMS REAL
More people are discovering the pleasure of giving a gift that gives twice – once to a loved one or friend and once to a family to make their dreams come true.  Your gift could change lives forever.  It is a donation to the local partner running programmes in their community.  
In Tonga, A Garden of Dreams will help a woman like Luisa expand her garden, raise chickens to replace what she lost and prepare for another disaster, or you could contribute to the purchase of new Solar Panels to fuel MaridiFM, a community radio in South Sudan.  There are Bees, Seeds and Send a Child to School – practical gifts that are what local people want and need.
When you order a gift, CWS will send you a quality card to pass on or you can choose the e-card option even on Christmas Day.  Some churches and groups find Gifted works best for them.  Check www.gift.org.nz  for more gifts or information.
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