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Children’s talk: There’s an elephant in my garden. 
Note: There is a PowerPoint with images of Somawathie.  Our partner MONLAR visited her three times to take pictures but no elephants turned up.  Somawathie has much to be proud off – she is an advocate in her village for the elephants.  MONLAR is campaigning for the protection of the wildlife reserves and working with some of the affected communities to better manage the elephants in their communities.  Last year 145 people and 433 elephants were killed in human elephant encounters.  Climate change is likely to make this much worse as people and elephants compete for scare water and food.
If you can, bring a banana for each child or cut them in pieces.  If anyone has an elephant, please bring them along for a focal point – there are always elephants in rooms.  Before you begin, invite people to place their elephants somewhere central alongside the bananas.
Did you know that elephants love bananas?  If they smell are banana, they have no manners.  They knock over trees, houses, walls – nothing can stop them if they smell even one banana.  Can you imagine what it would be like if an elephant could smell these bananas?  He would not knock on the door and ask for them.  The elephant would just walk on through the wall or take out the windows, grab them with his trunk and chomp - all gone!  I am warning you to be careful of elephants if you happen to see one around – they are very big and very strong.
Slide 1
I want to meet Somawathie.  She lives on a small piece of land in Sri Lanka.  Elephants live in her neighbourhood – and they are not good neighbours.  They eat plants.  It takes lots of plants to feed a creature as big as an elephant!  
Slide 2
Many times they have come and eaten the food she grows in her garden – people keep clearing the forest reserve so they can grow tea bushes or palm trees for palm oil – so the elephants go wandering to find more food and enough water to drink.  They visit local farmers for lunch or maybe afternoon tea or even dinner.  Somawathie says they have destroyed the crops she and her late husband grew many times.  Once they destroyed their house – pushed it over.  Now she lives in a tiny home and she has planted orange trees around it – elephants hate oranges.
She never knows when they will come so she is always on the lookout.  
Slide 3
“Before they used to come only at night.  But now it doesn’t matter if it’s morning noon or night, elephants come.  The elephants came yesterday at around half past two in the afternoon.  I had just come out after eating my lunch, when I saw about four elephants coming towards the farm.  There was no one around to ask for help at that time.  I was standing by my 44 gallon drum and I banged it with a piece of iron.  After beating it continuously for about half an hour, the herd of elephants left. My crop of peanuts was trampled and destroyed.  Now I need to replant them.”
Slide 4
“I am not angry at the elephants.  They starve when they lose the forest that feeds them.  They don’t know how to ask for food like us.  So, they come here to fill their stomachs.”
In this year’s Christmas Appeal we are raising funds to help people like Somawathie who are worried about the future.  Farmers can learn new ways to grow food so they do not grow hungry because of the climate crisis.  Somawathie prepares her food.
Slide 5
Somawathie prepares her food.
In Sri Lanka, you can support our partners who are campaigning to protect the habitat for elephants so they don’t eat the food farmers like Somawathie grow.  Your donation will mean more people have enough food – and the elephants too.
Slide 6
Somwathie eats lunch.  Jesus taught us to share what we have – especially food.
Would you like a banana?  
[image: ]
Ideas for Activities:
Cook or make food together and share it with morning tea.  You might like to ask for a donation so you can buy a gift of an elephant from Gifted.  
Plant a food garden at church or share seeds to take home.  Talk about how to care for them and ask them to share photos of how they grow.
Younger children might like to talk about their elephants or favourite stories about it elephants.  You could ask them what is special about elephants.  
Write a banana prayer for the planet – you might like to pray that farmers and elephants can find enough food to eat every day.  Use the banana image below or draw your own.
[image: A banana with a brown tip
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