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“He has filled the hungry with good things.” 
Luke 1:53a

The world seems a more dangerous place than a year ago. People are living closer to the edge, unable to find enough food for their families, fearing violence and disaster.  The climate crisis is biting - many people fear for the future but there is much more we can do.  The world continues to provide the food, water and air that we need to live but we must focus more on what we can do differently on the world that God loves.  As we celebrate Christmas, we share the promise of life shown in the gift of Jesus to all people and creation.
This year we launch the Christmas Appeal at the same time as global climate negotiations begin.  COP28 begins on November 30 in Dubai.  At these talks it is critical that nations cement in their commitment to global climate justice – a Loss and Damage Fund to enable the countries most affected to make the changes many need to survive, cutting global dependence on fossil fuels and real commitment to cut global emissions in order to keep the rising global temperature well below the 2 degrees temperature agreed in the Paris Agreement.
In Sri Lanka, Somawathie knows what it is like to go hungry.  She has worked hard to grow food on her tiny plot of land only to see it eaten or trampled by a family of wild elephants.  There is less food and water to go around in her neighbourhood. She wants to stay on her land and farm until she dies. There are many other farmers like her.  This year we are focusing on her story in all of our resources.
Giving a gift at Christmas is a beautiful way to share God’s love for our neighbours in a very practical way.  A Christmas gift can provide tools or training to expand a garden or start a small business so the poorest people can improve their livelihoods and live with dignity.
Our Christmas gifts will support local partners working with some of the poorest communities to tackle the causes of poverty and improve family livelihoods.   It will help more people with the essentials for life – water, food and justice.
Find out more by visiting: cws.org.nz/christmas-appeal
You can read more from Somawathie who has faced many challenges in her 63 years.  She shares some of methods for dealing with the wild elephants that frequent her neighbourhood and destroy her crops.  
The climate crisis is adding to the pressures small farmers and food producers are feeling throughout.  Gifts to the Christmas Appeal will help fund the work our partners do to protect their livelihoods and their future.
The Appeal features the work of the Movement of Land and Agricultural Reform (MONLAR) in Sri Lanka.  Through farm schools and other training events, MONLAR teaches small farmers in low cost eco-agricultural techniques, encourages members to share resources and knowledge, and campaigns for the issues that are most important to them like campaigning for wildlife reserves and better treatment of elephants among the farming community.
In South Sudan, the Mission for Sustainable Advancement is helping displaced families to start food gardens or small businesses.  While in Haiti, the Institut Culturel Karl Lévêque (ICKL) will continue support to three rural primary schools and provide spaces for communities to talk about what is happening in their community and country.  
After the eruption of Hunga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai last year,Tonga Community Development Trust is expanding its programme to more families suffering from its effects.  It is focusing on psychosocial concerns and distributing chicken coops as part of training programmes to improve the health and well being of the people.  
On Christmas Day, we invite everyone to pray for peace for the world with the options of focusing on Ukrainian refugees in Poland or the people of Gaza.  Our donations can support members of ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together), a network of over 140 faith-based organisations including Christian World Service.  The Lutheran World Federation provides psychosocial and practical support in Poland, and the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees works in five areas, including Gaza.  They are planning to help as soon as it is safe.
We invite you to Share Food this Christmas and pray for our world.

BACKGROUND
Archbishop West Watson first launched the Christmas Appeal in 1945 on behalf of the then National Council of Churches.  The first appeal was for “the millions in the east and the west, who are hungry, cold, and homeless”.  The money raised in the first appeal was sent to rebuild Greece after the World War II.  For 78 years, churches and New Zealanders have given generously to others.  
CWS works with experienced local partners who achieve real gains in their communities often in very difficult situations.  The loss of livelihoods and rising prices, the effects of climate change and the spread of Covid-19 add to the many challenges families are facing.  Protecting communities from hunger and harm has been a top priority, especially when workers have been denied access to water and land or the training they need to adapt to the effects of climate change in their communities.  Our partners support refugees and displaced people with education, healthcare and food, families struggling to deal with the changing climate and loss of livelihood, and communities trying to overcome violence and discrimination.  By giving to the Christmas Appeal, you support all of our partners tackling the causes and symptoms of poverty and injustice as well as enabling vulnerable communities to better prepare for disaster.
We are always happy to answer any questions you might have – and to receive feedback.  If there is any way we can help the Christmas Appeal in your parish, please let us know.

WHERE TO FIND MORE RESOURCES
Christmas is the season for showing our love for each other and the whole of creation.  This year Christian World Service is asking you to support our appeal for food, especially for people who have lost homes and livelihoods or are struggling to sustain their lives.  
Your church will have its own Christmas traditions so we have prepared worship materials that can be adapted for your place.  We know for many the candle lighting liturgy each Sunday is the most important way of focusing on the Christmas Appeal.  We are grateful to the Rev. Mark Gibson for contributing the liturgical materials.  These and many other resources including two Appeal videos are available on the website. 

WHERE THE MONEY GOES
CWS uses your gifts carefully.  We have strong, direct relationships with local partner groups and confidence in their ability to improve the lives of people in their communities. We are proud of how much they have achieved with the gifts you have given so generously.  
The stories featured in this year’s Christmas Appeal explore a small part of the work our local partners do.  You can read more about them on the website and in our seasonal appeals.
In the last financial year, CWS sent funds to 20 development and humanitarian partners in 14 countries.   We are grateful to donors who generously supported 8 humanitarian appeals and the Coronavirus Appeal.
CWS is part of the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together), a coalition of more than 140 churches and faith-based organisations that work in over 120 countries.  We do not have offices or staff overseas.  Our partners are the experts and the activists in their communities.  They are part of strong networks of people that learn from each other and stand up for the whole community.  Help is provided regardless of religion, politics, gender, sexual orientation, race or nationality and to the highest international codes and standards.  

Examples from our partners’ plans for 2023/4:
· In Sri Lanka, $804 will pay the running costs to support a member-driven campaign for one year eg the campaign to protect wildlife reserves.
· In Tonga, $816 will purchase a chicken house to improve a family’s livelihood.
· In Haiti, $31,416 would pay for the finishing touches of the Douphiné school in rural Haiti.
· In Poland, $1,049 would train and support volunteers or the running costs of a centre where women who have fled Ukraine can get the support they need.
· In the Middle East, your gift will support the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees to meet the practical needs of Palestinians and others for emergency assistance, education, healthcare and psychosocial support.
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A Ukrainian family shares a meal with a friend at one of the Centres run by Lutheran World Federation in conjunction with local churches.  Photo: Albin Hillert/LWF
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Choose Gifts of Love
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Gifts of love are an opportunity to buy big gifts and small.  From an elephant to some seeds, there is a gift for everyone.  Take a look at Gifted and see how many you can give!
When baby Kawthar was not doing well, her mother Ruqaya took her to a Well Baby Clinic in Jordan.  The doctor found she had chronic anaemia – like too many other young refugees.  Ruqaya went home with special milk for daughter and will take Kawthar in for regular appointments.  Thanks to a gift of Baby and Mother Health – contributing to the programme run by the Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees in Jordan, she has a chance to grow.
Please help promote Gifted in your church and community this festive season.  Gifts act as a donation to one of our partners.  Choose a beautiful, printed card or ecard to accompany your gift or no cards at all.  Gifted cards work well for Christmas – some churches use it as a fundraising focus for their children’s programme or a sales table after church.  Every gift helps!
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