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First Sunday of Advent 29 Nov:
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Mark 13:24-37
Prayer for Candle-lighting:
God we know that Your face shines with love for all people. As we light this candle for Hope we pray for the courage of Your Son, to watch and wait for You.
For Intercessions today: Partnering with Lutheran World Federation in emergency response.
Partnering with Lutheran World Federation in emergency response.
In the wake of the devastating double earthquakes that struck northern Venezuela in late June this year, Christian World Service were soon in action with their ACT Alliance partner in Venezuela, Lutheran World Federation (LWF).  LWF had local teams on the ground, delivering life-saving aid to traumatised communities, as humanitarian needs grew exponentially by the hour.
“We have witnessed extraordinary aid mobilisation by civil society in a very short time,” said Vanesa Dordelly, Program Coordinator for the LWF Venezuela-Colombia country program. “Thanks to our deep local connections, we were able to navigate restrictions, reach [the most effected regions], and immediately begin alleviating suffering.”
Through our partnership with ACT Alliance and then through their long-term connection with the Lutheran World Federation in Venezuela, the generosity of New Zealand donors was added to those from around the world to help the most vulnerable in the aftermath of the Venezuelan earthquakes. 
Lutheran World Federation were the Christ-light for many in a very dark time. And they remain being that light of support for the victims in the long slow recovery in the years ahead.
 Second Sunday 6 Dec:
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Mark 1:1-8
Prayer for Candle-lighting:
Holy Spirit of God, You sent John the Baptist as messenger before Your Son.  As we light this candle for Peace, we pray that You will empower us to prepare the way for Him in the places where you call us to be today.
For Intercessions today: MONLAR projects in Sri Lanka.
MONLAR projects in Sri Lanka.
In rural Galle province in Sri Lanka, Dhammika stood in the garden that changed her family’s future. Once a rocky, useless plot, it became a flourishing source of food after she joined training sessions run by MONLAR, the Movement for Land and Agricultural Reform. She learned pesticide‑free, regenerative farming from another local woman, Mrs Devika, who leads the Southern Provincial People’s Planning Forum. “She inspired me and now my garden is full of vegetables, fruit and flowers,” Dhammika says.
When Covid‑19 struck, her husband’s work dried up, but the garden kept the family fed. MONLAR provided hoses, dry rations, and organised sales for surplus produce. “At that time, the garden was very successful. So, we had no food shortages,” she recalls.
Dhammika now leads a 17‑member village society, teaching organic methods and sharing saved seeds. “I thank MONLAR, CWS and the people of New Zealand for strengthening our lives.”
For Dhammika and her community, help to know how to turn that once rocky and useless plot into a fertile life-producing garden was enabled by the shared light of many God inspired souls working together in love of our global neighbours.  


Third Sunday 13 Dec:
Psalm 126
John 1:6-8, 19-28
Prayer for Candle-lighting:  Welcoming God, You call us to dream like John who was a witness to the light.  As we light this candle for Joy, we that we may trust in your dream for all people. 
For Intercessions today: A story from the Tonga Community Trust.
A story from the Tonga Community Trust
When the Hunga Tonga–Hunga Ha’apai volcano erupted in 2022, the people of Kanukupolu faced devastation they had never known. “It was like a lightning strike when we heard the shouting and yelling to flee,” recalled Mrs Asinate ‘Utaatu, a 69 year‑old mother whose home, belongings, vehicles, and garden were destroyed by the tsunami that followed.
Asinate had already spent eight years leading her Amatakiloa ‘a Fafine women’s group, encouraging neighbours to strengthen livelihoods and prepare for disasters. After the eruption and the arrival of Covid‑19, she and her group worked to restore gardens, rebuild food sources, and support one another physically and mentally. Her front garden—once ruined—was flourishing again with taro, banana, sugarcane, pawpaw, and other crops, becoming her family’s food basket and disaster insurance.
With support from Christian World Service, Amatakiloa groups repaired rainwater systems, revived home gardens, and rebuilt resilience. “Regardless of my age, it will not be an obstacle,” Asinate said, embodying the determination that helped her community recover and unite.



Fourth Sunday 20 Dec:
Psalm 89:1-4
Luke 1:26-38
Prayer for Candle-lighting: Loving God, we are grateful for the gift of Jesus.  As we look forward to remembering His birth, we light this candle for Love and we give thanks for all who have been transformed by Your love in Him.
For Intercessions today: the solar panel project in the Solomons where the new power supply will help provide light for medical purposes including better health services to babies and children.

The solar panel project in the Solomons 
In remote Solomon Islands communities, nightfall once brought real danger to rural clinics. Nurses worked by torchlight, delivering babies and treating fevers with failing batteries and no refrigeration for vaccines. Christian World Service’s Pacific partners reported that clinics routinely lost medicines to heat, and mothers travelled long distances hoping to arrive before dark.
Through CWS’s long‑term support for community‑managed solar systems, clinics began installing reliable panels, batteries, and safe wiring. Health workers described the transformation as immediate: bright examination rooms, functioning vaccine fridges, and safe deliveries at any hour. One clinic reported that childhood immunisation rates rose simply because vaccines could finally be kept cold overnight.
Solar power also strengthened communication during storms, allowing clinics to coordinate emergency responses with nearby villages. For families across the region, the arrival of light meant safer births, healthier children, and stronger futures. In the Solomons, light truly became life.




Christmas Day:
Psalm 98
John 1:1-14
Prayer for Lighting the Christ Candle: 
God of grace, We have seen Your glory in the gift of this baby.  As we light the Christ candle today we celebrate His unfailing presence and love with us always.

For Intercessions today:  Our trusted Christian World Service aid and development partners past and present…..
Our trusted Christian World Service aid and development partners past and present…..
For decades, Christian World Service has walked alongside partners who bring lasting change to their communities. In Sri Lanka, and organisation called MONLAR helped farmers turn barren land into thriving organic gardens that fed families through Covid‑19 . In Tonga, the Amatakiloa ‘a Fafine women’s network rebuilt gardens and repaired rainwater systems after the 2022 Hunga Tonga–Hunga Ha’apai eruption and tsunami, led by determined women.
In Fiji, SEEP trained young people and women to strengthen democracy and protect land from climate and mining threats, giving leaders the skills to speak for their villages.
Across the world, long‑time partners in places like Nicaragua, the Middle East, Haiti, and in Zimbabwe and Uganda have supported livelihoods, education, disaster response, peacebuilding, and water and sanitation projects.
Interwoven throughout is the Christian World Service membership of the ACT Alliance that brings together more than 140 churches and faith‑based agencies committed to a shared Christian calling: to uplift the lives of people facing poverty, injustice, disaster and displacement. Their unity is rooted in the belief that every person carries God‑given dignity, and that responding to human need is an expression of faith in action. 
Through long‑standing partnerships, ACT members combine local knowledge with global solidarity. Together they deliver emergency relief, strengthen livelihoods, defend human rights, and accompany communities working for justice. Their collective witness shines as light that gives life.
Together, these partnerships show that when we give light, communities gain light and life. Life lifted and enhanced as God intended their lives to be. 
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